
































































Ordinance Number - 55 

SECTION 5 Public Education 

The Valley Center Fire Protection District will conduct, to the best of their ability, yearly public education 
campaigns, as directed by the Fire Chiefandlor hislher designee. These campaigns will be for the purpose of raising 
public awareness with respect to wildland fire hazards, defensible space maintenance and any other needs identified 
to improve and enhance the safety of the community. 

SECTION 6 Violation 

The owner, occupant, or agent of any parcel or premises within the Valley Center Fire Protection District who will 
permit or allow the existence of a public nuisance or fire hazard as defined in this Ordinance, upon any parcel or 
premises owned, occupied, or controlled by him or her, or who shall violate any of the provisions of this Ordinance, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), or 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding six (6) months, or both. Each day that a violation continues after due 
notice has been served may be deemed a separate offense. 

SECTION 7 Notice and Order to Abate Hazard 

If it is determined that a public nuisance or fire hazard as herein defineclexists on any parcel or premises, or upon 
any sidewalk, parking lot, parking area or adjacent to such parcel or premises, the Fire Chiefandlor hislher designee 
will cause a notice to be issued to abate such nuisances. ' 

Such notice will be headed: "Notice and Order to Abate Firellazard" in letters not less than Y;z" tall, which shall 
direct the abatement of the nuisance or fire hazard and refer td'this article and for particulars. Notice and 
Order to Abate served by means other than posting as provided by this will contain a description of the 
property in general terms reasonably sufficient to identify the'location of the nuisance. 

SECTION 8 Service of Notice and Order to Abate Fire Hazard 

The notice required by Division Part 5 Qfthe Healtl1 and Safety Code may be served in any of the following 
manners: 

(a) By personal service on the owner, occupant or person in charge or control of the property. 
(b) By regular first class postage prepaid mail addressed to the owner or person in charge and control of the 

property, at the address on the last available assessment roll, or as otherwise known. 
(c) By posting at a conspicuous place on the land or abutting public right-of-way and insertion of an 

advertisement at least once a week for a period of two weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
Valley Center Fire Protection District. The posting shall be printed in such a way as to remain visible for at 
least 90 days without fading. Said newspaper advertisement will be a general notice that property in the 
Valley Center Fire Protection District has been posted in accordance with this article and contains a general 
statement of the effect of such posting. The date of such newspaper advertisements will not be considered 
in computing the appeal periods provided by this article. 

SECTION 9 Appeal, Right of, to Board of Directors 

Within ten (10) calendar days from the date of posting, mailing or personal service of the required notice, the owner 
or person occupying or controlling such parcels or premises affected may appeal to the Valley Center Fire Protection 
District Board of Directors. Such appeal will be in writing and will be filed with the Board Secretary. At the regular 
or adjourned meeting of the Board of Directors, not less than five (5) calendar days or more than thirty (30) calendar 
days thereafter, it will proceed to hear and pass upon such appeal, and the decision of the Board of Directors 
thereupon will be final and conclusive. 
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SECTION 10 Time Limit for Removal of Nuisance 

It will be the duty of the responsible party in possession of any parcel or premises in the Valley Center Fire 
Protection District to abate the nuisance or fire hazard as stated within ten (10) calendar days from the date of 
notification as provided herein, or in case of an appeal to the Board of Directors, within ten (10) calendar days from 
the determination thereof, unless the same is sustained. 

SECTION 11 Abatement of Nuisance by Fire Chief 

If the owner fails or neglects to abate the nuisance as herein defined, within the time specified in the article, the Fire 
Chiefandlor his/her designee of the Fire District, may cause such nuisances or fire hazard to be abated. Private 
contractors may do the abatement work. A report of the proceedings and an accurate account of the cost of abating a 
nuisance or fire hazard on each separate property will be filed with the Community Risk Reduction Division of the 
Valley Center Fire Protection District. 

SECTION 12 Expense of Abatement Report and Hearing 

The Accounting Department ofthe Valley Center Fire Protection DistriCt will keep an.account for the costs of 
abatement plus an administrative fee for each parcel abated as defined IntheFees for Seryice ordinance. A written 
itemized Abatement Report showing the cost of removal and abatement Of hazards shall be prepared for the Board's 
approval. At least three (3) calendar days prior to the date of the hearing a copy of the report will be posted in a 
public place at the offices of the Valley Center Fire Protection District, showing the date and time of the hearing. A 
copy of the report and notice of hearing date will be sent to the.last known owner ofthe parcel as listed in the 
County Assessor's Office. 

At the specified date and time, the Board will receive ~e report. .In considering the report, the Board of Directors 
will hear it and any objections of the property owner~ liable to be::assessed for the work of abatement. After 
receiving the report and hearing the objections, if atiy, the Board trtay make such modifications in the report, as it 
deems necessary, after which, by Board action, the r~p~rt shall be confirmed. After the report has been confirmed, 
the District will seek cost recovery from the property oW11er prior to implementing the provisions of Section 13 
within this Ordinance. 

SECTION 13 Government code Provisions Adopted and Collection of Assessments 

The provisions of Section 39580 through 39586, inclusive, of the Government Code of the State of California are 
incorporated by reference and made a part of this Ordinance. The County Auditor shall enter each assessment in the 
County Tax Roll opposite the parcel ofland. The amount of the assessment shall be collected at the time and in the 
manner of ordinary municipal taxes. If delinquent, the amount is subject to the same penalties and procedure of 
foreclosure and sale as is provided for ordinary municipal taxes. 

ARTICLE V The Board of Directors hereby declares that facts exist pursuant to Section 36937 of the Government 
Code of the State of California constituting an urgency, to wit: That in order to promote and protect the public 
health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Valley Center Fire Protection District by reason of certain vegetation 
and other items constituting a potential health and fire hazard requiring immediate regulation and control by the Fire 
District; That the Board of Directors does hereby determine that such facts constitute an urgency, that the passage of 
this ordinance is urgent due to the severity and frequency of annual vegetation within the District, and shall take 
effect immediately upon adoption pursuant to Section 36937 of the Government Code of the State of California 
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ARTICLE VI The Board of Directors hereby declares that should any section, paragraph, sentence or word of this 
ordinance or of the Codes or Ordinances referenced herein be declared for any reason to be invalid, it is the intent of 
the Board that it would have adopted all other portions of this ordinance independent of the elimination therefrom of 
any such portion as may be declared invalid. 

First, read at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors ofthe Valley Center Fire Protection District (VCFPD) of 
the County of San Diego, California, held on May 16, 2019. 

A second reading occurred at a regular meeting held on June 20,2019. 

A regular meeting was held July 18, 2019 and said Ordinance was adopted and ordered published in the manner 
required by law by the following roll call vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 

Phil Bell, Board President 

ATTEST: 

Jeremy Abrams, Board Secretary 

Page 9 of9 


